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♦Nelson Denny Reading Test 



ABSTR Reading test results and their interpretation are 

stressed because of their importance in student J^i^ement. The 
Nel son- Denny Reading Test used at Harcum Juni°r College is a^efui 
measuring instrument for predicting academic achievement, screening 
students, .and diagnosing reading and learning problems, 
for interpretation of the reading test results are presented 
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u s, department of health, 

EDUCATION & WELFARE 
Office of education 
THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO- 
DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM 
the person or organization or ur- 
inating it. points of VIEW or op n 

IONS STATED DO rOT NECESSARILY 



TO: All Faculty and Staff 

SUBJECT: S^ r tmg”~Deany Reading Tent Scores 



IONS STATED DO r jT 
REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDU- 
CATION POSITION OR POLICY. 



if academic^uccess a^nt" 

activities. 



Hie Nelson-Deimy Reading Test 

very useful Lability. It furnishes helpful, object! 



provide a very useful measure of tins key It f urn i S hes helpful, objective 

purposes , 



Research wiih the Natam-Denny indicates , a cl ose ^Smic 

the test scores and ‘““’S'r.*., linear association,; the Coefficient 
achievement of T = .6/ • For 3,ae ^ F , f association between two populations 
of Determination «r 2 ) indicates *e ™ T of .67 between die mo 

or measures of population attributes . ^ scholastic achievement means that 

criterion variables ofNelson-I^nny » variables is attributable to the 

45% of the variations between die two half of the variation between 

two criterion variables . In other word , d . . ^ i h < ^ low' Nelson- 

V -0 correution, nrnhing 

Denny scores. Hus is a subs® J^, nrs of academic subcess. 

Nelson -Denny scores very 
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- — i mi-pill ipent attack upon their reading 

faculty to gu 
difficulties . 
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6. All 1970 freshmen who scored ^ 

ro steredforSd Harciim Reading . I jevelmnnont Course. Th 

■ the 301ii percentile may do so on an option 

} < ’ ' - ‘ ' ,l I '' « 1 r ' ‘ ' * ’ U.„ 5 *\ . ‘ ‘ - ^ 1 'r ' ? ' . w / 4 
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7 In 1966 some 32% of the freshmen scored at or below the 30 di ^ rc euule 

In* 1967 some 144 freshmen (or 39%) scored at or ^ lo r?!^^ r< ^ l ^ 7 o some 
only 54 freshmen (or 14%) had these lower scores. Unfortunately, in 1970, som 

145 freshmen (or 53%) had these lower scores . 



r The norm group to which cur students are compared are some 4000 

college sJ^tsTo were* selected as a random sample from freshmen enroll, 
universities, liberal arts colleges, teachers colleges, 
schools . Thus, if a student’s vocabulary ra 

performance on that part of the test was 
of 4000. 




9 Though this test is not primarily diagnostic in nature, its di ^“f^ sefu1 ' 

“ ' . l- nv r. r iooked for it provides a broad three-dimensional picture 

(^o<Lbularly? ^rrmrehension and reading rate) of value in individualized reading 
instruction . 




10. Suppose the percentile renks for a student tend to be 

me „, me J„ iUthree areas . Such a pattern suggests fliat no one of these areas i 
fLrtSulS problem. However, if they are 'low" scores, attention to all thr.e 
would seem in order in reading improvement work . 



11 More often than not, a student's test profile will show one area well above 

or below the others, naaerall y speaking, tee greater the deviation ^tween 
tests the greater the ne ed for follow up instr u ction in any area of low achieve m j 
tests, percentile ranks as follows: vocab ulary 25th, comprenenmou aSih, 

? 9 vrio^ijlarv as a major problem. It 



L°d r suggests vo^^^^or^m * 

also suggests that the student may be said to be making better than expected a 



comprehension 40th, 

^Oth^Scentile This suggests she has the word power to comprehend weU ^ 

pircen^le)fbut that she is not using her word power with expected ddU . 
_ j, PT a i _ j.Q discover why not, and to concentrate on the more effectiv 
The problem here difficulty may be a matter of interest motivation. 

, background deficiency , or such things as regressing and word-by-word 



in 



concentration , 



13. 
.faci 
more 



Jar cum 1970 freshmen mson-uBnay scores have been ™ ad a , — 

staff are urged to carefully review and study these results to help insure a 
i«at»TT»inor-oiiidance experience for Harcum students . 
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Boris Blai, Jr. Ed.D. 







